PRESS RELEASE: Stark, Levin Respond to Court Ruling in Favor of Health Reform
Tuesday, 22 February 2011 17:41

NEWS — CONGRESSMAN PETE STARK
239 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-5065

www.stark.house.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Wednesday, February 23, 2011

Stark Contact: Brian Cook, (202) 225-3202

Levin Contact: Lauren Bloomberg or Askia Suruma, (202) 226-3354

STARK, LEVIN RESPOND TO COURT RULING IN FAVOR OF HEALTH REFORM

WASHINGTON -- Rep. Pete Stark (D-CA), ranking member of the House Ways and Means
Health Subcommittee, and Rep. Sander Levin (D-MI), ranking member of the Ways and Means
Committee, today responded to a ruling by U.S. District Judge Gladys Kessler of the District of
Columbia, who upheld the health reform law.

Rep. Stark: "For Republicans keeping count, that's 3-2 in judicial rulings in favor of health
reform. Despite Republicans' newfound love of judicial activism, implementation of the
health reform law continues."

Rep. Levin: "This is yet another ruling in favor of a health care law that is already
benefiting millions of Americans.0 Republican efforts to repeal the law will wreak havoc
on the lives of families throughout the country by taking away vital health care benefits."

Judge Kessler upheld the law in her ruling last night, stating: "It is pure semantics to argue that
an individual who makes a choice to forgo health insurance is not 'acting," especially given the
serious economic and health-related consequences to every individual of that choice. Making a
choice is an affirmative action, whether one decides to do something or not do something. They
are two sides of the same coin. To pretend otherwise is to ignore reality."

In addition to the three judges who have upheld the health reform law on its merits, over a
dozen judges have dismissed suits against the law on procedural grounds. Historic laws like
health reform were challenged in the courts — lower courts ruled that Social Security, the Voting
Rights Act, the Civil Rights Act, and the minimum wage were unconstitutional before eventually
being reversed by the Supreme Court.
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